
Film Studies KS5 Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact Overview    
 

 Year: 12     Subject: Film Studies 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 
 
 
 

INTENT 
 

(including key 
concepts and skills – 

‘Big Ideas’) 

Half Term 1 
Context: Introduction 
to film form (Wild 
Tales /This is England) 
 
Key Vocabulary: Mise-
en-scene; 
cinematography, 
editing, performance, 
sound – and all key 
vocab from these topics 
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
GCSE Literature – class 
Close analysis of text 
Structure of essay 
writing 
 
Cultural Capital:1980s 
Britain – politics and 
youth culture / Modern 
South American history 
& culture. 
Representation of 
different cultures  

Half Term 2 
Context: Application of 
learning Captain 
Fantastic / Pan’s 
Labyrinth 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Capitalism, American 
Dream, ideology, 
aesthetics, reception, 
representation, 
hegemony 
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
GCSE Lit texts as a 
vehicle for ideology / 
metaphor 
 
Cultural Capital:  
Narrative theorists – 
Todorov, Barthes, 
Propp, Levi-Strauss; 
counter-culture 
movements, modern 
conservatism 

Half Term 3 
Context: Application of 
learning - Under the 
Skin / Selma 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Civil Rights, active 
spectatorship, 
identification, 
alignment; gender 
conventions; gender 
construct 
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
GCSE Literature / Y9 
Women in Literature 
unit 
 
Cultural Capital: 
Slavery in the US; Jim 
Crow laws; BLM; Martin 
Luther King; Mulvey - 
The male gaze; binary 
positioning 

Half Term 4 
Context: Application of 
learning - Blade 
Runner / Vertigo 
comparison 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
authorship, 
collaboration, 
production contexts, 
institutional contexts  
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
GCSE comparison of 
poetry / comparison of 
non-fiction texts 
 
Cultural Capital: 
The Cold War; 20th 
century feminism; 
changing representation 
of mental health; 
benefits and drawbacks 
of technology  

Half Term 5 
Context: Application of 
learning -  Strike / Amy 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Propaganda; montage 
editing; Kuleshov; 7 
documentary types; 
expressionism 
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
Y9 Influence of the 
media unit; GCSE non -
fiction 
 
 
Cultural Capital: 
Origins of Communism; 
Fall of the Tsars and 
rise of Lenin;  early film 
developments; Russian 
formalism; Celebrity 
culture; late 20th and 
early 21st century media  

Half Term 6 
Context: Application of 
learning - Pulp Fiction 
/ Coursework 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Postmodernism; 
narrative convention; 
subversion; storyboard; 
script / screenplay 
 
Prior Learning/LTM: 
GCSE Original writing / 
creative writing in 
lower years 
 
Cultural Capital: 
Americana; modernism 
and postmodernism; 
surrealism  

Knowledge and 
understanding of all 
aspects of film form and 
terminology (AO1) 

X X X X X X 

Knowledge and 
understanding of narrative 
construction (AO1) 

X X X X X X 

Understanding and 
application of critical 
approaches – ideology, 
spectatorship etc. (AO2) 

Narrative 

Ideology 

Narrative 

ideology 

narrative 

ideology 

Narrative 

auteur 

Montage / auteur 

Documentary theorists 

auteur 

Developing analysis and 
exploration of meaning 
and representation (AO2) 

Representation of age, 
gender, class and race 

Aesthetics 

Representation 

Expressive vs. realist 

Representation 

Gender 

Race  

Realism / 
Expressionism  

Class / Gender 

Synoptic 

Wider contextual 
understanding of the 
modern world through 
study of key set texts 
(AO2) 

History of filmmaking 

1980s Britain 

European fascism 

US Capitalism 

Gender 

US Civil rights 

Cold War 

1940s-1990s 

Communism 

Media & celebrity 
culture 

Postmodernism 

 

Application of knowledge 
and understanding (AO3) Written responses Written responses Written responses Written responses 

Coursework 

Written responses 

Coursework 

Written responses 

Coursework 
Evaluate own and others’ 
work effectively (AO2) Set text study Set text study Set text study Set text study Set text study Coursework 



IMPACT Assessment: 
Baseline assessment: 
Development of 
protagonist in a short film 
 
Short exercises on reading 
film; film form and 
representation 
 
Progression to post 18 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology  
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 
Formal Assessments: 
 Use of Mise-en-scene / 
cinematography in film 1 
Genre and theme in film 2 
 
Notes on key sequences 
form both films 
 
Progression to KS5: 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology  
 
 

Assessment: 
Formal Assessments: 
Tension in film 1 
Sound / performance in 
film 2 
Representation of age, 
race / gender 
 
Notes on key sequences 
form both films 
 
Progression to KS5: 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology  
 
 

Assessment: 
Formal Assessments: 
Tension in film 1 
Sound / performance in 
film 2 
 
Notes on key sequences 
form both films 
 
Progression to KS5: 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology  
 

Assessment: 
Formal Assessments: 
Representation of age, 
race / gender 
Tension in film 1 
Coursework ideas 
 
Notes on key sequences 
form both films 
 
Progression to KS5: 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology; 
Creative Writing; 
Filmmaking  
 

Assessment: 
Formal Assessments: 
Comparison of contexts 
Trial exams – Full Paper 2: 
Global / Documentary / 
Silent / Experimental 
Coursework drafts 
 
Notes on key sequences 
form both films 
 
Progression to KS5: 
Development of close 
analysis skills 
Essay writing 
Journalism, Film Studies, 
History, Sociology; 
Filmmaking 
 

Cultural Capital is the body of knowledge a student needs so that they can flourish in the future and not be left behind. LTM = Long Term Memory. 


