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Dear Parents/Carers
Well done to the staff and young people in our ACET 
academies for successfully completing this term and 
Academic Year 2016/2017. It has been a year of hard 
work and commitment, fun and enthusiasm in which our 
community has endeavoured to fulfil the ACET vision of 
striving for excellence and empowering achievement. It 
has been a privilege to visit the academies and observe 
our students/pupils and staff working so purposively 
together; to note the high levels of attendance and 
achievement and to witness the impeccable behaviour 
of the majority of our young people. In addition to 
great academic success this year, ACET students have 
excelled on the sports field and stage with amazing 
performance in a wide range of sports, music, dance and 
drama. We are immensely proud of all their effort and 
accomplishments.     

This has also been a very successful term for our trust, 
with three new academies joining us: Listerdale Junior 
Academy which is situated in Wickersley with 295 pupils; 
Shirebrook, an 11 – 16 academy with 786 students and 
Temple Normanton, a small primary school with 95 
pupils, both of which are located within Derbyshire 
LA. We also received news that we have been selected 

to sponsor the new primary academy which will serve 
the Waverley housing estate and is due to open in 2020 
and opening soon, at Thurcroft Junior Academy, will 
be a nursery for three year olds, more details of which 
are included in this newsletter.  A warm welcome goes 
to all new members of our trust community. ACET 
now has responsibility for the education of 4600 pupils/
students in nine academies in Rotherham. Sheffield and 
Derbyshire. 

Congratulations to all our Y6 pupils and Y8 students who 
participated in graduation ceremonies which celebrated 
their progression to a different key stage at the end of 
this summer. It was a privilege to attend these wonderful 
events and to share the pride of their parents/carers 
and staff as they watched our youngsters receive their 
graduation certificates.  Y6 pupils were also celebrating 
excellent SAT results which were published earlier this 
month. Well done to them and the staff of our junior 
academies who worked so hard to support the pupils. 
We wish them well in their new secondary schools, not 
least, those Y6s in Aughton and Springwood who will 
join Aston Academy in September.

Thurcroft Graduation Class of 2017
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Best wishes also go to Y11 and Y13 students in Shirebrook, 
Swinton and Aston who have also reached the end of important 
phases in their education journey. We are still awaiting their 
GCSE and A Level results which will be published in August 
and hope all our senior students achieve the results which 
their hard work and dedication deserve. Staff in Aston and 
Swinton are very much looking forward to welcoming many 
of our Y11 students into ACET’s new Post 16 provision in 
September. We wish those students leaving the trust this 
summer great success and happiness for the future.

We also send best wishes to those staff who will be leaving 
their posts at the end of this week, thanking them for their 
service and commitment to our academies. This year, two 
of our principals are moving on to take up leadership roles 
in different organisations: John Morrison from Swinton 
and Sarah Griffith from Temple Normanton, whilst Denise 
Richardson is stepping down from her leadership post at 

Thurcoft and Josie Sanigar is taking on the role of executive 
principal with ACET. I am sure that I express the sentiments 
of the large numbers of staff and young people whose lives 
have been influenced by their work when I thank them 
sincerely for their contribution to their individual academies 
and wider trust. From September the most senior leaders of 
our academies will hold the title of Principal and will include:
ACET ACADEMY PRINCIPAL
Aston   Dominic Curran
Shirebrook  Mark Cottingham
Swinton  Rebecca Hibberd
Aughton  Liz Swindells
Listerdale  David Simpson
Lowedges  Rebecca Scutt
Springwood  Cathryn Keeton
Temple Normanton Katy Wright
Thurcroft  Richard Porter

We are also introducing Assistant Principals at Aston and 
Swinton, who will support the Principals in leading the 
Leadership Teams: in Aston – Lindsey Burgin and in Swinton 
– James Graham. Best wishes to all our academy leaders, 
especially those new to their posts. 
Finally, to all members of the ACET community: pupils/
students, parents/carers, staff, governors, trustees and 
members, I hope you have a wonderful summer filled with 
sunshine and look forward to welcoming you safely back in 
September for the new academic year. 

Very best wishes,

Eunice Newton
ACET CEO

A message from the ACET Trustees
Dear Parents/Carers,
I am delighted to share with you 
the news that Aston Community 
Education Trust (ACET) has been 
chosen to sponsor Rotherham’s 
newest primary school.  

The school will be built on the new 
Waverley development, the site 
of the former Orgreave Colliery, 
and will be called Waverley Junior 
Academy. It is the tenth school to 
join the ACET family.

We were one of a number of 
organisations that applied to 
become the sponsor. The Regional 
Schools Commissioner chose ACET 
for a number of important reasons, 
including our:

•commitment to leaving no child 
behind
•track record in school improvement
•impact on pupil progress and 
attainment
•community-minded values
•partnership approach.

Government policy means that every 
new school has to be an academy or 
a free school. In each case a sponsor 
is required. 

The announcement of ACET 
as sponsor of the new school 
was reported in the Rotherham 
Advertiser on Friday and you may 
see further media coverage in the 
weeks and months to come.

Waverley Junior Academy for girls 

and boys aged up to 11 is due to 
open in September 2020. It will serve 
families and the wider community 
living on the new estate, where 4,000 
homes are being built. You can find 
out more about the new development 
by visiting www.wearewaverley.com 

There is a huge amount of excellent 
work taking place in all schools 
within the Trust to give your children 
the very best education possible. The 
team and I are delighted to have the 
opportunity to extend this work to 
Waverley.

John Barton  
Chair of ACET



ACET Shakespeare Festival

Not even Shakespeare’s witches could have proph-
esied such a successful performance of “Macbeth” 
as the one acted out by the pupils of ACET’s junior 
academies at ACET’s first Shakespeare Festival. 

The production of Macbeth, involving 120 pupils, 
age range Y2 to Y5, from Aughton Junior Academy, 
Listerdale Junior Academy, Lowedges Junior Acad-
emy, Springwood Junior Academy and Thurcroft 
Junior Academy, took place at Aston Academy on 
Wednesday, 28th June 2017.  

After an Autumn Term’s initial day of training in 
drama-based approaches to Shakespeare’s plays, led 
by Mick Connell (University of Sheffield) and Mar-
tin Mullane (ACET Lead Improvement Partner for 
English), each ACET junior academy Shakespeare 
Festival Coordinator/teacher returned to his/her 
academy to begin auditioning and selecting pupils 
to rehearse allocated scenes for the ACET junior 
academies’ collaborative performance of “Macbeth”. 

During Spring Term 2017, each junior academy was 
visited in order to observe progress with the acting, 
staging and use of props in each junior academy’s 
scenes.  Each visit revealed the fantastic enthusiasm 
and hard work of the pupils and the quality of their 
acting, suggesting that a successful production was 
beginning to evolve.

The academies met to rehearse together for the first 
time at Thurcroft Junior Academy on Monday, 19th 
June, only two days before the public performance.  
It was an absolute joy to see the pupils from the dif-
ferent junior academies behaving impeccably, so-
cialising so well and remaining totally focussed on 
bringing the different scenes and elements of the 
play together so seamlessly, having spent so long re-
hearsing their own academy’s scenes independent-
ly in their own settings.  A second day’s extremely 
successful rehearsing followed.  The stage was now 
literally set for the public performance.

Tickets were snapped up by ACET parents and 
friends faster than sales for an Ed Sheeran concert 
and, playing to a full house, the pupils performed 
brilliantly.  Parents and friends were clapping and 
cheering with delight as the marvellous play came 
alive in front of them. 

A big “Thank you” is due to all our families for help-
ing the children prepare for the event, as well as to 
all the academies’ teachers and the ACET produc-
tion and administration team. 

A massive “WELL DONE!” to all of our richly-tal-
ented pupils and please remember to look out for 
news of next year’s ACET Shakespeare Festival pro-
duction.  



ACET Awards Evening 2017

The sixth annual Aston Community Education Trust 
Awards Evening, which recognises the achievements 
of students from Aston, Thurcroft and Lowedges 
academies and, for the first time, our new Junior 
Academy, Aughton, and our new senior Academy, 
Swinton, took place on the evening of Thursday 4th 
May 2017.  We also welcomed staff from Shirebrook 
Academy and Temple Normanton Junior Academy 
who will be the founding academies in ACET’s new 
Derbyshire hub of schools, and representatives 
from Listerdale Junior Academy who joined ACET 
1st June 2017. 

The Trust took time to celebrate the work of the 
Governing Bodies, men and women who give 
generously of their time to improve the life chances 
of our pupils and students; governors and senior 
members of staff from each of our academies were 
presented with commemorative gifts to recognise 
their work. 

The focus of the celebration was to recognise the 
achievements of students from all four academies 
in a number of key areas; attendance, community, 

resilience, arts, sports, 
academic progress in 
English, Maths and 
Science and academic 
achievement. The 
students attending 
were the overall award 
winners from the First 
Academy Awards 

Oscars ceremony which took place in April.
The school hall was once again transformed, with 
students and guests being served a three course 

meal by highly professional waiters and waitresses. 
This service was provided by Y11 and Y12 students, 
who generously volunteered their time to support 
the event. 

The evening 
was attended 
by governors, 
p arent s / c arer s , 
students and 
staff from all our 
academies; special 
guests included 
Karen Borthwick, 
R o t h e r h a m ’ s 
Director for Education and Skills and Liam 
Richards, Life Coach & Founder of Excel Martial 
Arts who gave the keynote speech.

The celebration began with a performance by the 
ACET choir which is made up of young people 
from our academies; they sang True Colours. This 
was followed by a dance performed by a group of 
students from Aston Academy accompanied by 
pupils from Thurcroft, Springwood and Lowedges 
whose aim was to express creatively the power of 
inspiring and motivating others to have a 
determination to succeed - qualities 
which we hope to develop in all 
the young people in our ACET 
academies. 



The first award of 
the evening was for 
attendance; both 
the winners, Ruby 
Burkinshaw from Aston 
and Cole Cousins from 
Lowedges, have had 
impressive attendance 
records throughout their 
school lives. 
Roxy Cocksedge from 
Springwood Junior 
Academy and Aston’s 

Ben Williams were recognised for their strong 
commitment, not just to their own development but 
to that of others and were awarded the prestigious 
Community Award. The perseverance of Thurcroft’s 
Mollie-Grace Harrison and Aston’s Nathan Hall was 
acknowledged when they received the Resilience 
award; both students have impressed their teachers 
and peers as they have triumphed despite great 
challenges in life. The two House Contribution award 
winners are both fantastic role models and assets 
to their houses and their academies. The winners 
were Kayleigh Lewis from 
Aughton Junior Academy 
and Jack Saddington, from 
Swinton Academy. The 
ACET Artist of the Year 
is always a difficult one to 
decide as we are fortunate to 
have so many creative young 
people in the Trust. The two 
students whose work has 
impressed so many over the 
year were Harley Kelwick 
from Thurcroft Junior 
Academy and Swinton Academy’s  Grace Walker.  

Awards were also given for Writer, Mathematician 
and Scientist of the year, with each Academy 
nominating a student for each category.  This was a 
challenging decision  as all are talented individuals, 
however, a decision had to be made! The overall 
winners of the Writers award were Oliver Bailey, 
from Thurcroft Junior Academy, and Leah Hurst 
from Aston Academy. The Mathematicians of the 
year were Kordian Krasicki from Lowedges Junior 
Academy, and Emily Kettell from Swinton Junior 
Academy, and our scientists of the year were Shae 
Flinders from Springwood Junior Academy and 
Ahmed Ibrahim from Aston Academy. All were 
worthy winners and we wish them well in their 
future studies

The winners of the Sports Awards also received 
a book token donated kindly donated by Clark 
& Partners. The junior award winner was Elena 
Gebru who was recognised for her leadership 
qualities and all round sporting talent; the senior 
award winner, Ellie Barnes has represented Aston 
Academy in a range of sports teams and has been 
selected to represent South Yorkshire in Netball, 
and is part of the England Hockey Talent System. 
Congratulations to them both!
The 2017 ACET Students of the Year were 
nominated for the outstanding progress they have 
made across a Key Stage; the winners all received 
a book token kindly donated by sponsors, Rider, 
Levett and Bucknall. The Student of the Year from 
Lowedges Junior Academy was Sharifa Agbere, from 
Thurcroft Junior Academy it was Emma Rogerson, 

the Springwood Junior 
Academy winner 
was Georgia Ward-
Vaughan, and Sophie 
Walker-Hughes was 
student of the year 
for Aughton Junior 
Academy.  James 
Harper was the 
award winner for 
Swinton and for 
Aston Academy it 
was Natalie Magee, 
who was named 
the 2017 ACET 

Student of the Year. Natalie was presented 
with the cheque from Maltby Lions. 

As always, it was a truly an inspirational evening, 
and we look forward to next year’s.



Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
     “With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Dear Parents / Carers,

It has been a very busy time since the Autumn newsletter 
and we would like to thank the school community for 
the support it has shown for Thurcroft Junior Academy 
throughout that time. A special thanks must go to the 
Y6 and their parents and carers. Despite some illness, 
as well as other obstacles, all of Thurcroft’s Y6 managed 
to take their SAT papers. The work of the Y6 did not 
stop there as they went on to work on their Writing 
Portfolios, their Learning Showcase and their end-of-
year production entitled ‘Tanya the Tooth Fairy’. The 
year has been a challenge but our pupils have faced up 
to it, shown great resilience, and worked tremendously 
hard; they are a credit to themselves and the Academy 
community. Well done Y6.

The other year groups have also continued to work 
diligently throughout the Summer term. Y3, 4 and 5 
have presented their work to parents and cares through 

Learning Showcases of their own. The Learning 
Showcase is a new initiative for Thurcroft as we aim 
to invite parents and carers in to see and celebrate the 
work of the pupils within the school. We recognise the 
huge role that parents, carers and families play. Even 
just showing an interest and asking what the pupils 
have learned that day gives both teaching and learning 
more importance and helps lead to better progress 
and higher attainment.

The whole school responded enthusiastically to the 
visit of Peter J Murray, author of the Mokee Joe books, 
visited the academy on the 14th June 2017 to talk to 
the whole school about reading and the characters 
within his books. Not only did the pupils show interest 
in reading the books but Peter was so impressed with 
the standard of behaviour and the manners of the 
pupils that he wrote a very complimentary letter to the 
academy which was shared with pupils and posted on 
the website.

Finally, we say farewell to Y6 this term and wish them 
all the best for the future. Have a great Summer.

Richard Porter
Principal

Smart School Council

Y6 Boggle Hole

Despite some very bad weather at 
times, spirits were not dampened 
when our Y6 pupils made their 
residential educational visit to 
Boggle Hole on the coast of the 
North York Moors National 
Park.

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
the visit in which they took 
part in many activities such as 
conducting a survey with the 
local people, creating beach art 

and visiting Whitby Abbey. 
Despite many tired feet at the 
end of a busy day, they also 
relished the opportunity to 
take part in a night walk which 
provided beautiful and stunning 
sunset scenes to bring the day to 
a fantastic close. Again, many 
compliments about the high 
standard of behaviour were made 
by the local people.

Visit from author Peter J Murray



Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
     “With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Sporting Success

Thurcroft Junior Academy enjoyed 
some fantastic achievements in PE 
this year. Recently, the Academy 
attended the Rotherham PE and 
School Sports celebration evening 
where Thurcroft were one of only 
ten schools within Rotherham to 
receive an award – the  Rotherham 

Excellence Award for improving the 
quality of PE. This success is partially 
attributable to our work with Kelford 
Special School every Friday and for 

endeavouring to make PE lessons 
inclusive. 
In addition to this recent award, 
four of the Y4 children qualified for 
the South Yorkshire Schools Games 
Finals. This event was attended by 
over three hundred children from all 
over South Yorkshire who competed 
in a number of sports. Within the 
ACET Primary Schools, Thurcroft 
were the only school to qualify for 
these finals. Again, this was achieved 
by working closely with Kelford 
special school throughout the 
Adventure Challenge. On Wednesday 
5th of July, a team consisting of 
four Y4 children and four children 
from Kelford attended the finals 
and finished Silver Medal Winners 
within the Primary Adventure 
Challenge section. It was amazing to 
see our young pupils showing such 
compassion, friendship and a strong 
team ethos when working with other 
children. Well done to all involved.

Y3 Shepherd’s Wheel Visit
On the 9th June, Y3 pupils 
journeyed across Sheffield to visit 
Shepherd’s Wheel Porter Brook 
in the south-west of the city. They 

learned a great deal about what 
life would have been like in the 
grinding mills. Linking to the topic 
of Flow, the pupils consolidated 
their knowledge of the power of 
water and how it was used to power 
grinding machinery in the past. 
They also practised their sketching 
techniques in art and their skills in 
creating stories based on what they 
could see, hear, smell and touch 
in the forest area surrounding the 
wheel.

Tanya the Tooth Fairy
Following their hard work prior to 
SATs, the Y6 practised relentlessly 
for the end of year production, 
‘Tanya the Tooth Fairy’. Costumes 
were been made and brought in, 
lines learned and dances perfected 
in order to entertain the parents 
and carers at the end of an extremely 
busy year. The production told 
the story of a pair of tooth fairies 
who lose their magical powers and 
become ordinary children. They 
had to attend school but achieved 
some unbelievable results of their 
own. From magical characters to 
Ofsted inspectors, from classrooms 
to boxing rings, from cruelty to true 
love, the show was amazing. Well 
done everyone who was involved.

Thurcrofts Sports Award



Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
     “Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Dear Parents / Carers,
Well, what a busy, yet thoroughly 
enjoyable, school year this has 
been!
As it comes to the end of my 
first year as Springwood Junior 
Academy’s Associate Principal, I 
feel very privileged to lead such 
an amazing group of staff and 
children.  Reflecting fondly on 
the year, there has been many 
wonderful moments.  

As your child gets ready to say 
goodbye to this year’s teachers 
and look forward to their next 
year, I thank you for your 
continued support and look 
forward to 2017-18.
One year group will not be with 
us in September – the current 
Y6.  As they move on to Aston 
Academy, on behalf of all the 
staff and children at Springwood 
Junior Academy, I wish them all 
the best.

Finally from me, enjoy the 
summer break, and we’ll see you 
in September. 

Cathryn Keeton
Principal

Attendance Reward
Y2 and Y4 had a great session at 
Aston Academy in June celebrating 
winning the KS1 and KS2 attend-
ance reward. Their determination 
has paid off and they have both 
achieved an attendance rate of al-
most 98%. Well done Y2 and Y4 – 
keep it up!

They really enjoyed being able to 
use the trampolines and learn how 
to complete different jumps. They 
were fast learners and Miss Page 
was very impressed. Thank you to 
Mr Staniland for organising the 
event.

Book Swap Event
In June, we had a successful book 
swap event after school with over 
300 books donated by children and 
staff. Children used their special 
book swap trade in ticket to choose 
new books to take home to read.

We hope you all enjoy the new addi-
tions to your bookshelves!

Kelham Island ‘Build It’ 
Project

Some of our Springwood pupils 
- Students of the Half Term - had 
a fantastically fun and problem-
solving day at Kelham Island 
taking part in a ‘Build-It’ project. 
The children worked alongside 
150 pupils from schools in South 
Yorkshire to build a seaside town. 

Each school were tasked with using 
a wide range of materials to create a 
building, a mode of transport and a 
fairground ride.

Some of the region’s leading 
construction industry experts 
were on hand to help the budding 
builders design and construct their 
projects. 

The fun challenge helped our pupils 
develop their science, technology 
and enterprise skills through 
working together to plan, cost 
and build a range of buildings, 
mechanisms and vehicles.



Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
     “Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Y2 Whirlow Visit
Y2 had a fantastic visit to Whirlow 
Hall Farm. The children had the 
opportunity to complete a variety 
of farm jobs including grooming 
the ponies, collecting the hen’s eggs, 
weeding, picking strawberries and 
even cleaning up horse manure! 
Back at the house the children were 
extremely helpful. They set the table, 
washed the pots, swept the floor and 
stripped their beds. They also had 
great fun making their own pizzas. 

All the staff at Whirlow commented 
on the children’s manners and 
impeccable behaviour. 

History Day
Monday 22nd May was our first 
whole school history day. Children 
wore fun ties in the style of Dr 
Who to turn themselves into time 

travellers. Each class ‘travelled 
through time’ to learn about 
transport through the ages, with 
each year group studying a different 
form of transport.

FS2 and KS1 enjoyed a trip on 
a vintage bus from the South 
Yorkshire Transport Museum and 
they learnt all about the differences 
between buses in the past and the 
present.

In KS2 children used huge time-
lines to develop their understanding 
of chronology, as well as finding 
out about famous people like 
George Stephenson and the Wright 
brothers. It was a super day, we all 
learnt lots and developed our skills 
as historians!

Y1 visit the Church
On Tuesday 16th May Y1 went 
on a fantastic, but rainy, walk to 
All Saint’s Church. Rev. Frances 
welcomed us at the door and 
provided a brilliant selection of 
activities for the children, allowing 
them to explore the church using a 
treasure hunt, teaching them how to 
sing a hymn, and even making links 
between our House team names and 
the history of the church.

All the children had a great time 
and the hymn went down well, they 
didn’t stop singing all the way back 
to school!
A visit from authors Peter 

and Simon Murray
In May we had a visit from 2 
fantastic authors who spent the 
whole morning working with all the 
children in school.  Simon talked 
to Key Stage 1 about being an 
illustrator and showed them how to 
draw his famous character Icky Doo 
Dah!

Peter shared his ‘Mokee Joe’ stories 
with Key Stage 2 and explained how 
he became an author. He talked 
about his love of Literacy and where 
his inspiration comes from.

Y2 Whirlow Visit



Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
     “With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

Dear Parents / Carers,
I hope this newsletter finds you safe 
and well, looking forward to a well-
deserved summer break. There have 
been some very proud moments 
throughout the year and fulfilment 
comes in abundance for me seeing 
pupils thoroughly engaged in their 
learning, eager to find out more – I 

have certainly seen many examples 
of this. As the term draws to a close, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a wonderful summer 
break with your children and look 
forward to them all returning safe and 
sound, refreshed and full of vigour 
for the year ahead on Wednesday 6th 
September.

Thank you for your continued 
time and support,

Rebecca Scutt
Principal 

Helping the Academy 
Community

Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend and support the 
KS1, KS2 and nursery sports days. 
Fortunately, the rain stayed away 
and we were all able to enjoy the 
fantastic races and events. Pupils 
absolutely loved participating and 
it was heart-warming to see how 
supportive they were of each other, 
working together as a House Team 
and cheering pupils on to the finish 
line. 

My thanks go to the PTA team – the 
raffle and cake stall was a big success 
raising over £100. Thank you to all 
parents and carers who came and 
supported the sports days, your 
support it invaluable and I hope 
you enjoyed the events too.

Curriculum Enrichment
Each half term parents have been 
invited into the academy for 
‘innovate week’ to view and actively 
participate in activities related 
to the topic pupils have covered 
within the half term. We have had 
some incredible afternoons which 
have included the following: Y4 
casting spells and creating potions; 
Y2 bringing the beach to Lowedges, 

making sandcastles and eating ice-
creams and Y1 hosting a teddy bears’ 
picnic. Thank you to all parents and 
carers for attending these events, 
the children look forward to sharing 
their work with you and I hope you 
enjoy coming in and being part of 
their learning journey.

British Values at 
Lowedges

British values are an integral part 
of the curriculum at Lowedges 
Junior Academy through lessons 
and weekly assemblies. This half 
term Louise Haigh MP came into 
the academy to talk about how she 
became an MP, the policies she feels 
very strongly about and her role in 
parliament. Pupils in KS2 had an 
opportunity to ask her questions 
about what Westminster is like and 
what she is going to do to help the 
Lowedges community. The local 
PCCSOs visited school to talk 
about how they became involved 
in the police, what their role in the 
community is and ways to keep safe 
when children are online.



Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
     “With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

A Grand Day Out
Saturday 15th July was a day like 
no other….the Lowedges Junior 
Academy good attendance reward 
visit to Skegness! Six coach loads of 
children and adults (approximately 
300 people) ventured out in what 
started off as a rather miserable, 
wet morning. Fortunately, after a 
two and a half hour journey, the sun 
had made an appearance and the 
rain had thought better of itself so 
it was umbrellas and coats away for 
an enjoyable day on the Skegness 
coastline. Much fun was had on the 
beach, in the arcades and all the 
eateries in between! From donkey 
rides, to sand castle construction 
and the purchase of seaside 

confectionery, what 
more could a family 
ask for? A grand day 
out was had by all and 
it was a joy to see the 
Lowedges community 
spirit in Skegness. 
Well done to every 
pupil who managed 
to achieve 96% 
attendance -a great 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 
which will have had a 
very positive impact 
on their achievements 
in the academy. For 
any pupil who did 
not manage to make 
it this year, who 
knows what the next 
academic year could 

bring for pupils who achieve good 
attendance…

Y5 Enterprise day
A selection of pupils from Y5 had the 
opportunity to visit Kelham Island 
Museum and be part of the ‘Build it’ 
initiative. They worked as a team to 
create a building, mode transport 
and working ride from limited 
resources. Pupils demonstrated 
outstanding teamwork and 
constructed some incredible 
pieces which they brought back to 
Lowedges and demonstrated to the 
rest of Y5. Budding engineers in the 
making!

Police and Fireman visit in 
foundation

 

On Thursday 13th July the children 
in Foundations were fortunate 
enough to have a visit from the 
community police officers and the 
fire service. The children had a 
fantastic time; jumping in and out 
of the police cars, learning how to 
turn on the sirens and the flashing 
lights and even wearing some of 
the police officers uniforms! If that 
wasn’t already exciting enough we 
also had the huge fire engine on 
our playground, the children were 
absolutely fascinated. They enjoyed 
looking at the equipment and 
quizzing the firemen. At the end 
each group got to watch the firemen 
spray the hose; the children loved 
getting sprayed with the water!

Author Visit
On Thursday 22nd June, the Key 
Stage 2 children were lucky enough 
to have the award winning author, 
Peter J Murray come to visit them 
and deliver a workshop about his 
love of stories and how he became 
an author. Peter shared his ‘Mokee 
Joe’ stories with the children and 
talked them through his ideas and 
how he worked hard to become a 
successful author. Peter talked about 
his love of literacy and where his 
inspiration comes from. Everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed the workshop; 
the children were so engrossed and 
their behaviour was impeccable. 
After the workshop, Peter was 
thrilled with how engaged and how 
wonderful the children were and 
said how he was keen to come back 
and visit us again. The next day the 
children had the opportunity to buy 
a Peter J Murray book and Peter 
kindly offered to sign he book with 
a personal message. 

Pupils at Skegness



Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
     “Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Dear Parents / Carers,

We are coming to the end of our 
first year as an academy and part of 
the ACET team. 

It has been a busy and successful 
year with better sports provision 
French, IT, Maths and Reading 
support from ACET colleagues.  
All of which has been much 
appreciated.

Our phonics results at Y1 and Y2, 
our Y2 Maths and Literacy results  
have all improved and we are the 
first ACET school to score 100% in 
our recent Maths SATs at Y6.

We have just received a new 
library and are eagerly awaiting 
the new books to replenish our 
shelves.  In the summer we will 

have a completely new roof and 
our Foundation Stage classroom 
is being refurbished.  This is 
something that we could not have 
achieved on our own as a small 
school and can’t wait to see what 
the new year in September will 
bring. 

As the school year draws to a 
close I’d like to say a big thank 
you to staff, pupils and parents of 
Aughton and all the ACET staff for 
your help and support this year.  We 
are metamorphosing into a much 
stronger school, providing more 
opportunities for our children as 
well as a better education. 

We have just signed up for the 
Primary Proms to perform at the 
Albert Hall in November which is 
yet another example of the breadth 

of experience that we can now 
offer children.
We hope you have a good summer 
break and join us for our holiday 
sports club from 7th to 10th 
August.  We look forward to seeing 
you again in September.

Elizabeth Swindells
Principal 

ACET Awards Ceremony

In May we attended our first 
ACET Awards Ceremony.  We 
were so proud of our children for 
their achievements in writing, 
Maths, dedication to their house 
team and overall achievement.  
It was a wonderful event and 
the school now proudly displays 
its commemorative rose bowl 
engraved with the date when we 
joined the academy.

Marvellous Macbeth

In June, our Y4 were part of 
a fabulous performance of 
Macbeth.  All the children both at 
Aughton and all the other Junior 
Academies, performed really 
well.  It was incredible to listen 

to the original Shakespearian 
language and watch the 
passionate acting.  I am sure 
that some of our children will 
go on to be actors in the future 
and that none of them will forget 
this enriching experience which 
brought Shakespeare to life.



Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
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Visiting Author Inspires 
Reading

As part of our celebration of 
Reading, we received a visit from 
Peter J Murray, the author of Mokey 
Joe books.  He told us the stories 
of some of his spooky adventure 
books and some of our juniors got 
the chance to act out some of them.  
Many of the children were thrilled 
to get signed copies of his books 
and are busy reading them now.

Remember that your local library 
is running the Summer Reading 
Challenge which rewards children 
for reading 6 books during the 
holidays, a very worthwhile 
occupation whatever their age!

Sports at Aughton
Yet another strong performance 
from our Y3 and Y4 orienteering 
teams took place in June with the 
boys coming first and the girls 
second in their competitions.  At the 
festival of cricket at Treeton, both 

our boys and girls teams achieved 
second place despite having 
combined teams of Y3 through 
Y6 playing against Y6 teams in 
other schools.  Finally, we had our 
own Sports Awards Ceremony for 
those children who participate and 
improved at clubs during the year.  
The children even elected sports 
personality of the year for boys and 
girls.  Well done Harry and Yasmin!

Spelling Bee
We held our first spelling bee at 
Aughton this year in our Juniors as 
we are working hard to improve our 

spelling.  Two of our Y5 pupils, 
Olivia Bilton and Toby Mann 
attended the ACET Spelling Bee at 
Thurcroft recently.  They were both 
very nervous.  Despite this they 
both performed well and Toby was 
the overall winner!

Good Luck Y6

Goodbye and good luck to our 
fabulous Y6 who will be graduating 
complete with cap and gowns on 
19th July.  You have been one of 
our smallest year groups but are 
still treasured for your fantastic 
learning attitude and commitment 
to the school.  You will be missed by 
all but particularly our Foundation 
Stage whom you have treated as 
little brothers and sisters and 
nurtured into Y1’s.  We won’t forget 
you and expect to hear great things 
about you in the future.

Special visit from author Peter J Murray
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     ‘EXCELSIOR’ – Ever upwards

Dear Parents / Carers,
I would like to welcome you to our 
first newsletter as Temple Normanton 
Junior Academy. The pupils and staff 
are very excited about the future of our 
school, and we are delighted to have 
joined the ACET Trust.

The welcome we have received has 
made us feel valued and a welcome 
addition to the Trusts family of 
schools.   The Summer term in 
school is one of our busiest and most 
exciting and there have been so many 
interesting activities and trips taking 
place. It has been lovely to see sport at 
the heart of the school this term and 
the children have thoroughly enjoyed 

taking part in our after school clubs 
where they have learnt new skills in 
cricket, tennis and athletics.

We are looking forward to building on 
this further in September by offering 
a wider range of both lunch time and 
after school clubs.  The school values 
the strong partnerships that exist 
between parents, pupils, staff and 
governors, and believes that through 
working together the pupils at our 
school will experience the best possible 
start in life.

On behalf of all the staff at Temple 
Normanton Junior Academy, I hope 
you all have a relaxing and enjoyable 
Summer break with your children, 

and I look forward to working 
in partnership with you when we 
return to school on Wednesday 6th 
September.

Katy Wright
Principal 

Standing Tall and Proud
The pupils have been very excited over 
the last few weeks whilst awaiting the 
arrival of our new uniform.  It has now 
arrived and we are all delighted with it!
Four of our pupils, two from each 
Key Stage presented a fashion show 
to parents at an Open Evening on 

the 3rd July. 
They looked 
outstanding 
and all felt 
e x t r e m e l y 
proud to be 
representing 
the school. A 
huge well done 
and thank 
you to all of 
the parents, 
carers and 
children who 

attended, your support was greatly 
appreciated.

Flying High
Temple Normanton Junior Academy 
has had a very special visitor this term. 
Mr Wilf Woodbine age 93 years and a 
former pupil of the school came into 
assembly to talk about his very exciting 
career as a fighter pilot. Wilf shared 

some of his wonderful memories of 

the school and how it used to look 
over eighty years ago. He also inspired 
so many of the pupils by sharing his 
war time memories of when he was a 
fighter pilot during the Second World 
War. It was remarkable to see both 
astonishment and admiration on the  
pupils faces when Wilf explained his 
favourite flying manoeuvres were the 
‘loop the loop’ and a ‘free fall spin’.

Wilf is a testament to the school and 
reinforced the strong message we give 
to all our pupils that if you work hard 
enough you can achieve anything!

Pupil Voice 
This term we have been learning about 
democracy and have had our very own 
General Election in school. The older 
pupils created pupil questionnaires to 
find out exactly what every pupil felt 
about our school and what kinds of 
things they would like to take place 
in the future. From this each party 
created their very own manifestos and 
canvassed these on the playground 

and through party presentations in 
assembly. The pupils were amazing 
and delivered very professional party 
presentations to the whole school 
which engaged and inspired the 
younger pupils. As you can imagine 
there were some really interesting 
promises ranging from a snack trolley, 
class pets, a school football team to 
a brilliant range of lunch and after 
school clubs.

After three weeks of hard and fair 
campaigning the school went to the 

polls on 
Wednesday 
5th July 
when every 
pupil had the 
opportunity 
to vote for 
the most 
p er su a si ve 

party. A huge congratulations to the 
Purple Promise Party who won the 
election with a landslide victory! We 
would also like to say a huge well done 
to the other three parties who ran for 
election, Temple Normanton – Your 
Voice, The Kindness and Equality Crew 
and The Reward Team. All of the pupils 
were so well mannered and respectful 
of the democratic decision made by the 
pupils.
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Spelling Bee at Thurcroft
As one of the newcomers to the 
ACET Trust we were looking 
forward to our first Spelling Bee 
competition on Tuesday 4th July. 
It was a fantastic morning and an 
especially proud day as the five 
children who took part represented 
the school for the first time wearing 
their new school uniform.

Five of our children represented 
the school and the two children 
who took part in the competition 
acquitted themselves superbly 
standing in front of a large 
audience and spelling some very 
tricky words. The event was such 
a success and the children who 
represented the school this year 
have asked to support our new year 
fives next year with the preparation 
for this event.  Please look out for 
the spelling bee list which will be 
shared with the children in March 
2018 when we will begin our in 
school competition to select our 
spelling bee champions who will 
represent they school next year at 
the ACET Trusts annual Spelling 
Bee completion on Tuesday 10th 
July 2018.

The D.A.R.E. Primary 
Program

DARE Primary programme is a life 
skills and drug education program 

for 9-11-year-olds which is 
funded by the Derbyshire 
constabulary. The course 
aims to provide children 
with the knowledge and 
skills to help them to make 
informed decisions, and to 
support them in developing 
safe and healthy lifestyles. 
Topics covered include, 
tobacco, alcohol, cannabis, 
volatile substances, bullying, 
anti-social behaviour, and 
different types of pressure. 

The older children have been 
working on these interactive sessions 
across the year with PC Hunter 
Brown in school. These invaluable 
sessions have provided a great range 
of learning opportunities through 
individual activities, teamwork, 
discussions, storyboards, and 
appropriate role play.  The children 
will present their DARE assembly 
on Monday 17th July to parents 
and carers as well as the Derbyshire 
Police Commissioner.  This will give 
the children the chance to share 
what they have learnt from the 
programme and to celebrate their 
achievements.

A Traditional Start
We would like to inform you 
of a lovely change that will be 
taking place from our first day 
back at school on Wednesday 6th 
September. We would like to begin 
the school day by welcoming our 

children and parents on to our 
school yard from 8:30 am. The 
traditional school hand bell will be 
rung at 8:45 am signalling the start 
the school day when the children 
can make their way in to their 
new classrooms on time and ready 
to learn. It is important that all 
children on the yard are supervised 
at all times by their parents or 
carers and they do not use any of the 
equipment.  We would appreciate 
your full support with this to ensure 
the children are kept safe and are in 
school in plenty of time to start the 
school day.

Tudor Life
This term, year Y5/Y6 visited Mary 
Arden’s Farm in Stratford-Upon-
Avon where they had a unique 
opportunity to step back in time and 
discover what it would really have 
been like to live during the Tudor 
period. They were given the chance 
to experience the sights, sounds and 
smells of a real life working Tudor 
farm where they were given the 
identity of a real Tudor child, made 
maslin bread and explored a range 
of traditional herbs before making 
their very own lavender bag. 

On returning to school the children 
used this trip as a stimulus to create 
some wonderful Literacy work by 
creatively writing Tudor reports 
and diaries rich in detail from their 
real life experiences. To conclude 
their William Shakespeare topic the 
children had a Tudor feast where 
they prepared and made their own 
menu which consisted of maslin 
bread, pottage (a Tudor broth) 
and butter made from cream. They 
transformed their classroom into a 
great hall where they had a Tudor 
banquet that was fit for any King or 
Queen.



Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
     

Dear Parents / Carers,

Hello, we are Listerdale Junior 
Academy! Based near Wickersley, 
we are a thriving primary school 
with 300 pupils ranging from 4 to 
11 years old. We have a successful 
track record with our pupils 
consistently achieving exam 
results at least in line with national 
expectations and, in some aspects, 
above national.

We believe in inspiring pupils to 
aim high and achieve through our 
broad and vibrant curriculum in 
which all pupils are encouraged 
to become active and inquisitive 
thinkers. Life skills learning, as 
well as academic subject learning, 

is at the heart of what we are about; 
learning from each other about 
how to communicate well, how to 
listen, how to use our initiative, 
developing leadership skills, 
including knowing when and how 
to accept the ideas of others over 
your own – these are just some 
examples. 

All pupils enjoy a wide range 
of extra-curricular learning as 
well. We have football, rugby, 
cricket, rounders, hockey and 
netball teams. We also have a 
very successful gardening club, 
a school council, environment 
council, and talented pupils who 
have performed at a number of 
events including Rotherham’s 

‘Shakespeare Festival’ and ACET’s 
‘Macbeth’. Each year we perform 
very entertaining nativities and 
Christmas Pantomimes for families 
and the local community and host 
Christmas and Summer Fayres 
which are organised and run by 
pupils developing their enterprise 
skills.

We are really excited about having 
joined ACET and are very much 
looking forward to achieving 
higher by sharing our talents with, 
and learning more from, our new 
partners in ACET.

David Simpson
Principal 

Double Double Toil and 
Trouble!

In Y2 Tortoiseshells we worked 
extremely hard for a long time 
practising and learning how to become 
evil scary witches (mu-ha-ha-hah!).

We used our faces, our bodies and 
our voices to create these frightening 
characters. We didn’t just do this for 
fun; we were working on a fantastic 
play called ‘Macbeth’ by William 
Shakespeare. We performed this at 
Aston Academy on Wednesday 21st 
June with talented pupils from the 
other ACET Junior Academies, we 
made lots of new friends and had a 
fantastic time. We think we gave an 
outstanding performance and scared 
everybody that watched us!

Y6 Chillin’

Listerdale Y6 have moved to secondary 
school three weeks before the summer 
holiday so it has been a fun-filled busy 
half term to celebrate all of their hard 
work this year and a mission to make 
a few more primary school memories.

First of all, they enjoyed a trip to 
Manchester’s Chill Factor where they 
had a skiing lesson and generally 
managed to stay upright!  

After the 
half term, 
the pupils 
had to 
s e t t l e 
d o w n 
and get 

rehearsing ready for their performance 
of Bugsy Malone; it is safe to say that 
Listerdale has some future stars and 
the best American accents this side of 
Sheffield!  This performance was only 
possible due to the pupils’ hard work 
and tremendous support from parents.

The final week started with a graduation 
to celebrate the pupils’ efforts and 
achievements this year and ended with 
an assembly hosted by the Y6s to say 
thank you and goodbye from their time 

at Listerdale.  They have been a truly 
fantastic group of young people and we 
wish them lots of luck for the future.

Hockey Success
The Y4 Hockey Team at Listerdale 
has had an extremely successful year. 
The team cruised through the local 
finals with a convincing five victories 
from five games. When faced with the 
Rotherham Finals they carried on their 
unbeaten run with three victories and 
two draws, allowing them to qualify for 
the South Yorkshire Finals. On the day 
of the finals the team battled through 
six high quality games of hockey and 
achieved four victories, one draw 
and one loss, to find themselves in 
the semi-finals! They got no further, 
unfortunately, but finished an excellent 
4th place out of twelve schools across 
South Yorkshire. We are extremely 
proud of this team and looking forward 
to next year’s performance! Well done 
George Clark, Alex Hardeman, Uzaire 
Khan and Jake 
Birch.
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Listerdale celebrates Eid!
At Listerdale Junior Academy, on 
Wednesday 28th June we held a whole 
school Eid celebration. Many members 
of the school community supported 
us and helped to make this day a true 
success from donating home-cooked 
or shop-bought traditional foods, to 
planning and delivering a superbly 
engaging presentation about Eid, 
and organising for children to attend 
school in colourful clothes including 
traditional Eid clothes. 
During the day, Mrs Mahmood 
(a Listerdale Teaching Assistant) 
delivered a presentation (planned 
and created by herself) to every class 
through school; this gave a real insight 
in to the beliefs of the Islamic faith 
and the purpose of the Eid celebration 
itself. The children were genuinely 
interested and had many questions 
to ask which Mrs Mahmood happily 
answered. In the afternoon, all classes 
learnt about kindness and tolerance in 
a variety of ways and then all children 
had the opportunity to taste a variety 
of traditional Eid foods. The children 
loved this and many kept coming back 
for more!

Throughout 
the day 
there was 
a genuine 
buzz around 
school and 
the children 
were excited, 
engaged and 
e n t h u s e d . 

Our Muslim children were 
particularly excited and one 
Y6 child said that she was 
disappointed that she would 
not have the opportunity 
to experience another Eid 
celebration at Listerdale. 
Prior to the event, many class 
teachers were approached by 
parents to express how pleased 
they were that the school 
would be celebrating Eid this 
year. Since the celebration, 
Mrs Mahmood has been 
approached by many parents 

and children thanking her for such 
an insightful learning session. Our 
Eid day was a great success thanks 
to the support of our whole school 
community!

‘Tempest’-uous Talent!

On Friday 23rd June, 70 pupils from 
Listerdale spent the day at Clifton Park 
where they performed in the Open 
Minds Shakespeare Festival.  This was 
the culmination of weeks of hard work 
and rehearsals, where three groups got 
to grips with the story of ‘The Tempest’, 
and performed an act each in front of 
350 parents and audience members.  
Foundation, Y1, Y5 and our drama club 
all worked incredibly hard with Chris, 
our drama practitioner, and their 
teachers and the final performance was 
a credit to them and the effort that they 
all put in to learn their parts.  We are 
all very proud of what they achieved!

ModeShift Award Winners!

On Monday 3rd July we were invited to 
attend the first local ‘Modeshift Stars’ 
Award Ceremony at Sheffield Town 
Hall. The Road Safety Officers (Olivia 
Y5, Moheed Y5, Noah Y5 and Jessica 
Y5) represented school and collected 
the Bronze Award in recognition of all 
our work on active travel initiatives. 
Mrs Milner, our travel co-ordinator, 
had submitted a file of evidence 
highlighting all the work we do 
throughout school to promote active 
travel, including scooter training, bike-
ability, walking bus and the ‘10 Day 

Active Travel’ programme.
The ceremony was presented by 
Professor Brainstawm, a rather funny 
gentleman, who made us laugh many 
times! Throughout the morning we 
listened to many children talk about 
how they promote active travel in their 
school before our Road Safety Officers 
shared a presentation on our Walking 
Bus initiative. They did an amazing job 
and showcased our school brilliantly!

Y6 Graduation

On Monday 26th June we held our 
annual Y6 Graduation Ceremony, 
celebrating the achievements of our 
talented Y6 cohort over the last eight 
years. Hosted by Mr Simpson and 
Mrs Malton, and attended by ACET 
CEO Eunice Newton and School 
Improvement Partner Lynne Selkirk, 
the event was a superb success with 
all pupils graduating with pride and 
a real sense of achievement. Chair 
of Governors, Mr Miles Parker 
presented the graduation awards and 
congratulated the pupils on their 
commitment and dedication to their 
education, wishing them well on the 
next stage of their educational journey. 
We were also treated to an excellent 
musical interlude by Aston Academy 
student Amy Cartlidge. Well done Y6! 



Aston Academy NEWS
     “With your commitment we will make a difference”

Dear Parents / Carers,
As this academic year draws to a close, 
we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your continued support in 
ensuring high standards of punctuality, 
attendance and uniform. It has been a 
very productive year and we have been 
delighted with how hard our students 
have worked throughout, both in terms 
of their effort and progress within the 
classroom and their wider contribution 
to our Academy community.

We are particularly proud of the 
approach taken by our Y11 and Y13 
students throughout the examination 
period: they have shown outstanding 
levels of resilience and commitment, 
and we very much look forward to 
celebrating their many successes with 
them on the results days in August! 
Our Y11 and 13 proms provided an 
excellent opportunity for students to 
meet together in their year groups one 
last time to celebrate the completion of a 
highly successful year, and as always, the 
students looked incredible!

We wish all of our students well as 
they embark on the next stage of their 
journey; whether that be ACET Post 
16, apprenticeship, training, higher 
education or employment. Over 
the last term, there have been many 
opportunities to celebrate success and 
achievement with our students. The 
ACET Awards evening in May was a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate some 
remarkable achievements, alongside all 
the other ACET academies. In addition, 
our Aston Academy Oscars celebrations 
provided the perfect opportunity to 

acknowledge students who have gone 
the extra mile in a variety of different 
categories; all students received a medal 
with each overall category winner being 
presented with their very own Oscar! 
We have also been delighted, this week, 
to celebrate the graduation of our Year 
8 students as they successfully complete 
Key Stage 3 and embark upon the next 
phase in their studies.

It is wonderful to see that so many 
students will be participating in our 
end of year trips this week; a great 
opportunity for students to enjoy 
a fun day with their friends and a 
further reward for their dedication and 
commitment throughout the year.

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank staff who will be leaving Aston 
Academy this week. A particular thank 
you goes to Jennie Machan, our Head 
of Music, for the excellent contribution 
she has made to Aston during her 
twelve years with us, not least for her 
commitment to ensuring that students 
are able to develop their musical 
talents and performance skills through 
an extensive programme of extra-
curricular opportunities and events. 
Similarly, we would like to extend a 
special thank you for the contribution 
made by Hollie Campbell, during her 
twelve years working with us within 
Drama. 

We are delighted that Sally Williamson 
(Art) and Suzanne Naylor (RE) will be 
remaining within ACET, taking up new 
roles at Swinton Academy: we thank 
them for the contribution they have 
made to Aston Academy during their 

time with us. Our thanks and very best 
wishes also go to Robert Brougham 
(English), Beth Wells and Laura Deakins 
(MFL), Mitchel Hewson (Maths) and 
Sonya Hunt (Science), Nathan Baker 
(Cover Support Assistant), Richard 
Graham (DT Technician), Paul Green 
(Assistant Caretaker) and Stephanie 
Milburn (Teaching Assistant) – all 
moving on to pastures new this summer. 

A huge thank you must go to Associate 
Principal, Josie Sanigar. Josie has worked 
at Aston Academy for a total of 31 years, 
of which 17 years have been spent as a 
Senior Leader. The impact Josie has had 
on the development of the Academy is 
immeasurable, and we are delighted 
that she will continue to work closely 
with Aston Academy, as well as all other 
Academies within the trust in her new 
role as ACET Executive Principal.
On behalf of the staff, governors and 
trustees of ACET, may we wish you a 
long, happy and restful summer break. 
We look forward to embarking upon 
another exciting and busy academic 
year when we return on Wednesday 6th 
September.

Yours faithfully,

Dominic Curran
Principal

Maths – Huge Success 
for Aston Students!

On Thursday the 27th of 
April 120 students from Y7 
and Y8 sat the UKMT Junior 
Maths challenge. This was an 
extremely successful event 
with more students earning 
themselves certificates than 
ever before. 

A special congratulations go to 
two students who came top of the 
school and who were entered into 
the next round of the competition. 
Well done Elliot Slack and Thomas 
Newcombe! 

Well done to all of those 
who participated and special 
congratulations to those students 
who achieved certificates.
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Y9 National Holocaust 
Centre and Museum visit

Over 190 students in Y9 took part in our 
annual visit to the National Holocaust 
Centre near Laxton in Nottinghamshire 
in June.  Students were challenged on the 
day to not only develop an understanding 

of what happened 
in Europe during 
the Second World 
War but to reflect 
on questions 
such as “Was 
the holocaust 
an outcome of 

people’s decisions?” and “Why did so 
many ordinary people become involved 
in the process of murder?”  The day 
culminated with the unique experience 
of meeting a holocaust survivor who 

shared his testimony and answered 
students’ questions.  One student 
commented that it was an absolutely 
amazing experience to talk to Arek, 
the holocaust survivor and that this 
opportunity along with the time given 
to explore the memorial gardens and 
exhibition made for a thought provoking 
and special day.

Geography Field Trip

Aston Academy Y10 Geography 
students embarked on a two day field 
trip to Burbage Brook and Castleton in 
June. The field work will contribute to 
35% of the students Geography GCSE. 
The students were looking at both the 
physical and human environments and 
collected primary data to use back in 
the classroom. Part of the excursion 
involved descending 400 metres into the 
Treak Cliff Caverns, which is a popular 
attraction bringing millions of tourists 
to the region every year. Students 
conducted themselves with great credit 

to the Academy. Despite the weather not 
displaying characteristics of summer, 
spirits weren’t dampened and ice cream 
was enjoyed by all in Castleton. Well 
done from all the Aston Academy 
Geography staff.

Health and Social Care 
Community Work

Y10 Health and Social Care students have 
been working in Foundation and Year 1 
at Aughton Junior Academy. Each week 
they have created a range of activities for 
Aughton students to participate in. Some 
have created arts and craft activities 
linked to themes in their classwork 
and others have focussed on sporting 
activities. Students have been a credit to 
the academy and have enjoyed their 4 
weeks at Aughton

Aston Ski Trip

This Easter saw the return of the 
Academy’s bi-annual ski trip. Increasing 
in popularity, this year we took 70 
students to the Italian Dolomites. 
Despite the poor snowfall across Europe 
this year, our staff, teamed with Skiwise, 
ran another highly successful trip. We 

stayed in the high snow sure resort 
of Passo Tonale, Italy. The 20+ degrees 
temperatures at resort level allowed us 
to ski in t-shirts and pack on the sun-
cream, however the Presena Glacier 
offered us high altitude skiing where the 
slopes were in great shape and we spent 
most of our week. The evenings were 
filled with apres ski activities and the 
large ski in/ski out hotel offered fantastic 
amenities. In addition to learning to ski 
or improving their techniques, students 
had a valuable social experience making 
new friendships and strengthening those 
that exist. The final neon disco night 
was one to remember! For all students 
and staff involved a lifetime of happy 
memories. The next ski trip for 2019 is 
already in the planning stages and will 
be offered to students around November 
2017.

Career speed networking 
event

We had the pleasure of welcoming 23 
employers to the academy on Thursday 
11th May for our third consecutive 
annual Career Speed Networking 
Event. Students in Y10 were split into 
small groups and given six minutes to 
talk to a number of employers about 
their companies, career path and 
qualifications. 
Students gained an excellent insight into 
the different types of jobs available within 
a variety of companies representing a 
range of different sectors. Evaluation 
from students gave a clear message that 
interaction with employers was valued 
and that they would like the opportunity 
to learn more from employers and the 
local labour market. Feedback form 
employers was equally impressive 
with Wendy Miller from the AMRC 
remarking that students ‘were impressive 
with their communication, politeness 
and good attitude towards the event.’ 



Swinton Academy NEWS
     “Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in every way”

Dear Parents / Carers,
How quickly this academic year has 
passed. It is now 10 months since we 
academised and became Swinton 
Academy.
This half term has been busy as usual 
with students in Y11, 12 and 13 
completing their examinations in a 
professional manner. The attendance 
levels were exemplary as was their 
behaviour, preparation and time-
keeping. We wish all our students the 
best of luck for this summer’s results. 
We are confident that they will have 
done themselves proud. 
In the past few weeks we have also 
celebrated the achievements of our 
Y8 students at their graduation 
ceremonies, we have enjoyed afternoon 
tea with our Y10 technology students 
and participated fully in the annual 
sports day, where the competition 
and the community spirit was strong. 

We also welcomed 177, Y6 pupils 
and their parents and carers as part 
of their induction day. They were 
enthusiastic and hard-working and we 
look forward to their official start date 
in September. 
At this time of year we also wish to 
take this opportunity to recognise 
and thank those colleagues who will 
be leaving us. Heather Key, our cover 
support assistant will be moving to a 
promoted post in another local school, 
Kerrie Nacey in our ADT Faculty will 
be moving to take up a new job abroad, 
Helen Otway in the MFL Faculty is 
leaving us but remains in the ACET 
Trust, supporting students to become 
able linguists in some of our junior 
academies and finally our Associate 
Principal, John Morrison who is 
leaving to take up a Principal post in 
a school in Lincoln. We wish them all 
the best of luck and thank them for the 

service to our academy. They will be 
missed. 
Finally we would also like to thank 
you all for your on-going support in 
ensuring that your child attends every 
day, is punctual, smart and has all the 
necessary equipment to make the most 
of all their learning opportunities. 
May we wish you all a long, happy, 
sunny summer holiday. Please consult 
our website for arrangements relating 
to our return in September.

Yours faithfully,

Rebecca 
Hibberd
Principal

Beamish Trip

The English faculty was thrilled to 
take 100 students from Y8 to visit 
the Beamish Open Air Museum on 
Monday 3rd of July to gain an insight 
into 19th and early 20th century 
Britain for GCSE English Literature 
context. Students experienced what 
Victorian life was like as they travelled 
around the museum on coaches and 
trams, visiting the local shops (the 
sweet shop and local bakery were by far 
the favourites). Our students were also 
able to visit the colliery and pit village, 
where they gained an understanding 
of what it was like to work down the 
mine and go to school in the early 20th 
century. The students were fantastic 
and represented their Academy 
impeccably.  Well done Y8!

Summer Reward Trips

During the summer holidays 4 days are 
allocated to take students for a historical 
visit of York City Centre. One day has 
been allocated to each year group and 15 
students to be selected for each day. Places 
are allocated based on achievement 
points that have been earned through 

positive behaviours around the academy 
since September 2016. The train tickets 
have been booked already and we have 
also ordered some good weather. Also 
during the summer holiday the schools 
reward programme will be taking 
selected students out to the Langsett 
Reservoir area of Sheffield and taking 
part in a relaxing walk approximately 
6 miles up into the countryside. This 
area has some of the most spectacular 
scenery in the country and there is often 
an abundance of wildlife to view. There 
is rumour that Mr White may even be 
taking the students to Bank View Cafe 
for a cup of tea and slice of cake once the 
walk is completed. The criteria for this 
trip is to have 100% attendance or a high 
number of achievement points.

Y10 Careers Day
Swinton Academy is delighted to 
announce that it will be working in 
partnership with The Source Skills 
Academy to promote and run enterprise 
opportunities for all our students.  
The Source Skills Academy based 
at Meadowhall is a flagship centre 
providing state of the art training, 
development and conferencing facilities 
for all sectors of the local community and 

local businesses . On Wednesday 5th 
July we hosted our first event with our 
new partners, a Y10 careers day.  With 
the support of The Source we organised 
students to visit 7 workshops to learn 
about career opportunity in our region, 
inspire students to think big and provide 
them with the some of the skills they will 
need when meeting employers.  Students 
attended practical workshops where 
experts taught them about interviews 
and making a good first impression.  
They then learnt what they should 
include on a CV and how they can make 
theirs stand out to potential employers.    
We were delighted to welcome a number 
of senior figures from various industries 
into the academy.  We had Boeing, the 
NHS, the senior manager of IKEA store 
Sheffield and a very popular guest, the 
overall store manager of Meadowhall.  
This will be the first of many career and 
enterprise opportunities for Swinton 
academy students.  With the support 
of our partners The Source we will 
make sure that every student in Y7 to 
Post 16 has at least one compulsory 
career and enterprise opportunity every 
academic year and hopefully many more 
opportunities they can volunteer for. 



Swinton Academy NEWS
    “Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in every way”

Y6 Induction Day
On Monday 26th June we were joined 
by 175 very excited Y6 students as part 
of their transition to Swinton Academy 
… and it really went with a bang - 
especially in Science! They enjoyed a 
fun-packed day of taster lessons, ice 
breaker activities, treasure hunts as 
well as meeting the infamous Sorting 
Hat. The magical event resulted in all 

students being 
selected for their 
appropriate house 
of Endeavour, 
I l l u s t r i o u s , 
Intrepid or 
Valiant. 

The Y6 students 
were encouraged 

to make new friends, familiarise 
themselves with the school site and ask 
those all-important questions so that 
come September they’ll be raring to 
go!

In the evening, parents and carers 
joined us to hear presentations from 
staff and students and enjoy the musical 
talents of some of our students. The 
uniform fashion show was certainly 
something to behold!

We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming our new Y7 students into 
the Swinton Academy family from 
September.

Theatre Trip

On Wednesday the 7th of June, as part 
of their GCSE exam preparation, our 
Y10 Drama GCSE class were fortunate 
enough to visit the Crucible Theatre 
in Sheffield to watch a production of 
William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. 
Often described as a fast paced 
gripping tale of intrigue and betrayal, 
our students thought the performance 
was amazing. We were lucky enough 

to see outstanding performances from 
famous actors such as Samuel West (Mr 
Selfridge) and we were captivated and 
impressed by the way that the set of 
the performance emerged the audience 
in the action, making us feel part of 
the play, not just passive audience 
members.
Every one of our students 
conducted themselves impeccably; 
enthusiastically discussing aspects of 
the performance with other audience 
members and representing Swinton 
Academy in a very positive light.

Y11 Celebrations. 

On Friday 16th June we had tears, 
laughs and lots of hugs as we waved 
goodbye to our Y11 cohort.  The 
students joined together one final 
time in a special assembly to look back 
over all their wonderful memories 
and accomplishments.  The assembly 
contained lots of photographs of Y11 
students as babies, young Y7s through 
to mature (mostly!) Y11 students.  We 
remembered what was going on in 
the outside world as they completed 
compulsory education, news events, 
sports, toys and television moments 
they will have remembered and chatted 
about with friends.   

The current Y11 cohort have been a 
fabulous group of students and we wish 
all off them good luck in the future and 
hope they have a very long, relaxing 
summer break.  We are delighted that 
for many it’s not goodbye but instead 
see you in September, as a number 
will return to our ACET post 16.  The 
assembly also allowed students to 
say goodbye and thank the members 
of staff who have supported them so 
well.  A big thank you to all Swinton 
Academy staff who have given time, 
encouragement and direction to all our 
Y11 students.

Exams
The summer external exam season has 
now finally finished. Congratulations 
and well done to all our Y11 and 
Post 16 students for their efforts, 
resilience and determination during 
the exams.  We hope that the work 
within lessons, extracurricular study 
and Saturday revision will mean that 
students receive the results that they 
fully deserve.  Students will be able 
to collect their results during the 
times/dates stated below.  A letter has 
been sent home to all Y11 and Post 
16 students confirming the result 
collection mornings.  However, if you 
require anymore information please 
do not hesitate to contact our exams 
officer, Alison Newell on anewell@
swintonacademy.org 
Y13 results collection – From 8.30am 
on Thursday 17th August
Y12 results collection - From 9.30am 
on Thursday 17th August
Y11 results collection - From 8.30am 
on Thursday 24th August

Y10 Burbage Brook – 
Geography Field work

On Thursday 6th and Friday 7th July 
all Y10 GCSE Geography students 
went on a Geography field trip to 
Burbage Brook and Castleton in the 
Peak District. At Burbage Brook 
students investigated the river features 
and took width, depth and velocity 
measurements and at Castleton they 
investigated the impacts of tourism on 
the environment. 
The weather was hot and sunny and 
students enjoyed a challenging yet 
enjoyable day. 



Shirebrook Academy NEWS
“A community of inspiration, excellence and opportunities for all to grow”

Dear Parents / Carers,
Our news items show what 
great opportunities there are at 
Shirebrook beyond the normal 30 
lessons in the school week.

Education is about so much more 
than formal lessons, although they 
are obviously a vital part of what we 
do! It is great to see so many of our 

students taking advantage of the 
activities, teams, trips and special 
events that add so much to their life 
experience and build useful skills 
and confidence for the future.

As the exam season comes to a 
close, I know our students have 
worked really hard. They don’t 
need me to wish them luck because 
if they are well prepared luck won’t 

come into it.  Suffice to say that 
come results day in August I hope 
they have done themselves proud 
and achieved the results that they 
deserve. 

Yours faithfully,

Mark Cottingham
Principal

Students’ café reaps a rich 
harvest

Two students who gave up their day 
serving teas and coffees to people 
attending their school’s open day 
have helped future generations 
enjoy fresh fruit direct from the 
tree – by helping to pay for a new 
community orchard.
George Banton and Brannan 
Brown both attend Shirebrook 
Academy and raised just over £200 
when they set up a café stall at 
the school’s popular summer and 
winter community events last year.
Both students, who are 16, are 
members of the Bolsover District 
Council’s youth council, Young 
Voice, and decided to do their 
bit toward a project to establish a 
Town Park next to the Kissingate 

Leisure Centre, which would be 
a destination park filled with 
amenities that can be enjoyed by 
local families.
Their donation will help pay for 
around 90 trees, which will be 
used to create an orchard at the 
park, filled with apple, pear, plum 
and nectarine trees, alongside 
blackberry, gooseberry and 
raspberry bushes.
A number of the trees have already 
been planted as part of Phase 
One of the project, which has also 
included the installation of new play 
equipment. More plans, including 
a splash play facility and a sports 
wall, are in the pipeline.
George said: “We decided to run 
a café on the fun days serving tea 
and coffee because we want to help 
money to improve Shirebrook 

and make it a better place. We 
have already helped to plant some 
fruit trees in the orchard and are 
planning to plant some more.
“We’re both involved in Young 
Voice because we want to help the 
community. We have also raised 
money for the Teenage Cancer Trust 
and planted bulbs around the town.
“A lot of young people don’t do 
things like this but we have told 
our friends and they have been 
very supportive of us. It was hard 
work running the café but it was 
definitely worth it.”
Andrew Anderson, chairman of 
Shirebrook Town Council, said: 
“It is wonderful when any young 
person gives up their time to help 
their community and so we are 
delighted that George and Brannan 
have gone to such an effort and 
raised so much money.
“The community park is being 
created by Shirebrook people for 
the whole town to enjoy. There 
is a whole host of exciting plans 
which will promise to turn it into a 
wonderful leisure destination and 
the orchard is a key part of that.
“In a few years’ time, people will 
be able to enjoy walking through 
the orchard picking their own fresh 
fruit direct from the trees, and all 
because young people like George 
and Brannan gave up their time to 
do something for others.”



Shirebrook Academy NEWS
    “A community of inspiration, excellence and opportunities for all to grow”

STEM Challenge Day
On Tuesday 2nd May, 60 Y9 students 
took part in a STEM Challenge day.  
It was run by Smallpeice Trust and 
sponsored by the National Grid. 
It was an interactive workshop 
to introduce young people to the 
exciting world of engineering 
– bringing science, technology, 
engineering and maths to life. 
The day was about demonstrating 
the link between the wider 
world and building on students’ 
understanding and aptitude for 
problem-solving, creativity, design 
and engineering by building a 
functioning wind turbine.
The students involved were fantastic 
and created some amazing designs.

Young Photographer
Year 11 student, Amber Allen who 
has only been taking photos for 
two years has won two prestigious 
prizes after impressing judges with 
her creativity behind the lens. 

Amber won the top prize in the 
Rotary Club of Warsop, Shirebrook 
and District’s Young Photographer 
competition, winning £50 in prize 
money.  Y11 student, Rebecca Smith 
took 2nd place and Y10 student, 
Alice O’Brien came 3rd.
Amber’s achievements didn’t stop 
there as she then went on to beat 
youngsters from over 70 rotary 
clubs across the Midlands and 
Yorkshire by winning first place in 
the senior category of the district 
stage of the Rotary Internationals 
Young Photographer competition.
Her prize-winning photographs 
came about after Amber, during 
preparation for her photography 
GCSE exam, began experimenting 
with mirrors and flowers at 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery in order to create a reflected, 
distorted effect which she called 
“Night at the Museum”.
Amber’s other photograph came 
about by chance when she spotted a 
well-dressed man resting in a chair 
in the gardens of Chatsworth House, 
which she called “Joseph Paxton 
surveying the scene at Chatsworth”.
Art teacher, Mr Freer said: “Her 
entries were a fresh look at the 
theme of ‘Reflection’ and winning 
the competition is testament to her 
skill in the field of photography and 
her unique way of seeing.”

BTEC Level 3 Health and 
Social Care Year 12

Beyond the curriculum… Manual 
handling & First Aid training
This year, level 3 BTEC Health 
and Social Care students had 
the opportunity to take part in a 
moving and handling awareness 
session delivered by local training 
provider HME-Limited.
The Shirebrook based company 
(Human Movement Ergonomics - 
Limited) delivered a session that 

covered a variety of aspects of 
assisting and moving individuals 
including assisting individuals to 
stand from a chair or bed. With 
direct links to the 6 C’s used by the 
NHS in Britain (Care, Compassion, 
Competence, Communication, 
Courage and Commitment) the 
students were able to put theory in 
to practice as they demonstrated 
a variety of skills that they have 
developed during their course as 
well as learning new skills around 
assisting and handling in a practical 
environment.
It was a great opportunity for the 

group to begin to develop good 
habits when assisting and moving 
individuals before they enter the 
work place. Learners also got the 
opportunity to visit the University of 
Derby’s newly opened Chesterfield 
Campus to experience state of the 
art equipment used when training 
Nurses including a mock ward. They 
also had the opportunity to visit the 
Birmingham Skills festival to find 
out more about options available 
to them Post 18 in the Health and 
Social Care sector.
Learners also successfully 
completed the St Johns First Aid 
qualification this year.



Post 16 @ Aston NEWS

Good Luck
As we approach the end of this term 
we would like to take the opportunity 
to wish all our Y12 and Y13 students 
“Good Luck” for their summer exam 
results.  

We would also like to thank our parents/
carers for all the help and support they 
have given to our students and the 
Post 16 Team during these demanding 
and often very stressful months. We 
have been delighted with how the 
examination period has gone; all our 
students have been well prepared and 
focussed; attendance at all exams has 
been excellent. This year 73% of Y13 
students are hoping to achieve the 
necessary grades to be accepted at 
the university of their choice; other 
students have secured apprenticeships.   

Y13 Leavers’ Assembly

On Friday 19th May 2017 it was the 
Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly and we 
were delighted that so many students 
attended.  It was a wonderful event; 
students were presented with a number 
of awards and took the opportunity to 
say “Thank You” to their Form Tutors 
who have supported them throughout 
the UCAS application process and 
their time in Post 16.

Our present Y12 students returned 
from their AS examinations on 12th 
June and are now focussed  on planning 
for their futures; all have been writing 
personal statements and have attended 
the UCAS Convention at Sheffield 
Arena on Friday 16th June 2016.

Pathways Week
Our annual Pathways Week was held 
during the week commencing 26th 
June; students received lots of valuable 

information and presentations from a 
number of guest speakers, including 
Sheffield Hallam University, the 
universities of Sheffield, Sheffield 
College, and UCFB.

Students also attended Open Days at 
the University of Manchester (23rd 
June) and the University of York (30th 
June). They attended sessions on their 
chosen courses, took part in tours, 
and enjoyed a taster of the university 
environment and university life.

Work Shadowing 

During the week commencing 3rd July, 
our Y12 students were released from 
lessons to undertake work shadowing 
and gain an insight into possible future 
careers and pathways.  We are thrilled 
that so many students secured valuable 
placements in a range of different 
settings, including shadowing a private 
detective, a forensic pathologist and 
working with the British Transport 
Police!  Other students have undertaken 
work shadowing with Lloyds Banking 
Group, Vets 4 Pets and Sheffield 
Teaching Hospitals.

Post 16 Taster Days
The Post 16 Team have also been busy 
planning the next academic year for our 
new Y12 students. We were delighted 
with their excellent attendance, 
commitment and enthusiasm during 
the Post 16 transition days which took 
place on the 4th and 5th July.  During 
these sessions the students had the 
opportunity to sample life as a Post 
16 student and experience the new 
teaching and learning styles used on 
A Level courses. Many of them have 
already volunteered to be peer mentors, 
ready to welcome and support our new 
Y7 students on their Induction days 
and in September.  
We were delighted to welcome the 
parents / carers of our new Y12 students 
to a special “Introduction to Post 
16” evening on Tuesday 4th July. We 
were overwhelmed by the numbers of 
parents / carers that gave up their time 
to attend and are looking to forward to 
working with your sons and daughters 

in September.

The Y13 Ball
The Year 13 Leaver’s Ball took place 
at The Holiday Inn Royal Victoria 
on Thursday 29th June. Our Year 13 
students turned out in their masses 
to celebrate the end of their exams. 
It was fantastic to see them enjoying 
each other’s company as a year group, 
for the last time; this was enhanced by 
the music, which was chosen by the 
students and ensured the dance floor 
was full all night. 
The end of the evening was emotional 

as we said goodbye - until we meet 
again on Results Day when we look 
forward to celebrating their fantastic 
achievements.

Results Day
Post 16 students can collect their 
results from Hall 2 on Thursday 17th 
August 2017. Y13 have been invited in 
at 7.30am and Y12 at 9.30am. We are 
looking forward to celebrating their 
successes!

Post 16 Enrolment
Our new Y12 students will receive their 
enrolment appointments on GCSE 
Results Day on Thursday 24th August.  
Y12 enrolment will take place on 
either Tuesday 5th or Wednesday 6th 
September and Y12 students will begin 
their A Level studies on Thursday 7th 
September.  Y13 enrolment will take 
place on Thursday 7th and Friday 
8th September, with their studies 
beginning on Monday 12th September.
Once again, thank you for your 
continued support; it is very much 
appreciated. We hope you all have a 
lovely summer!



Post 16 @ Swinton NEWS

Y13 Leavers’ Assembly

We sadly said a fond farewell 
and celebrated the achievements 
of our Y13 students during 
the leavers’ assembly. Students 
received awards for progress and 
effort from each faculty, before 
reflecting on their seven years of 
study within the academy during 
a leavers’ video. Staff then joined 
the students and Post-16 team 
for lunch in the Post-16 block. 
We thank our Y13 students for 
their excellent conduct, effort 
and positive attitude whilst 
studying with us in Post-16. We 
wish you the very best of luck 
in your forthcoming results and 
lots of happiness in your future!

Post 16 UCAS programme

Our Y12 students are currently 
deciding which courses and 
universities they wish to apply to. 
As part of our UCAS programme, 
the University of Huddersfield, 
Sheffield Hallam University and 
our alumni student, Paige Gelder 

(currently studying Chemical 
Engineering at the University 
of Sheffield), have visited the 
academy to run workshops with 
our students. We have also visited 
the University of Huddersfield, 
the University of York and 
York St. John University. Our 
students are currently writing 
their personal statements and 
completing their applications 
during the daily UCAS sessions 
run by the Swinton Academy 
Post-16 team.

Y12 Taster Days

It has been a pleasure to welcome 
our new Y12 students into Post-
16 during our taster days. On 
the 5th and 6th July, students 
attended taster sessions for 
the Post-16 subjects that they 
are interested in studying. The 
sessions gave students a taste of 
what post 16 studies would be 
like.  Feedback from students was 
excellent and staff were thrilled 
by the work rate and motivation 
the students demonstrated.  The 

taster sessions took place at 
both Swinton Academy and 
Aston Academy, the increase in 
courses offered, facilities and 
teacher expertise will provide 
ACET post 16 students with 
a wonderful opportunity to 
succeed and flourish during their 
studies.  It was also wonderful to 
meet our external Y12 students 
and witness the warm greeting 
our internal students provided 
for them.  We are delighted that 
they have chosen to join ACET 
post 16 and I am sure they will 
all be very successful.   Good luck 
with your GCSE results and we 
look forward to seeing you in 
September!

If any of our Y11 students who 
have not requested to join our 
post 16 provision but would 
like more information then 
please contact Samantha Bott 
(Post 16 Director) sbott@
swintonacademy.org

Y12 Taster Day



Creativity Across ACET

Art Assessment focus in 
Junior Academies

One of our main creativity priorities 
this term has been to develop 
confident and well informed 
art assessment across all junior 
academies. Teachers have been 
collecting examples of their students 
art work to show how students have 
made progress in developing their 
art skills; how they use art media 
and art techniques; how they show 
their ideas and imagination as well 
as how well they understanding the 
work of other artists. 
See below a small sample of the 
work our students have created this 
term. 

In staff training we have been 
looking closely at this work, 
discussing standards and deciding 
how to assess art work consistently 
in each academy. From this each 
junior academy has produced 
a booklet which shows the 
progression of creativity of students 
across all year groups. This booklet 
will help students and teachers to 
see what a good piece of art work 
looks like, to see what we are aiming 
for and what we must to aspire to.
See above a display in Lowedges art 
room which shows different levels 
of creativity across year groups.

In Y5 at Lowedges we have been 
experimenting with a variety of 
art media and techniques to create 
our own sketchbooks. We have 
been developing our observation 
drawing skills using pencil and fine 
liners. 



ASTON PE AND SPORT

Summary of Sport
Aston Academy has had one of its most 
successful years in its history with so 
many success stories across all our 
teams and clubs. Over 450 students have 
represented the PE faculty in sixteen 
different sports across the three terms. 
We are very proud of all the students 
who have represented the academy 
this year and are extremely proud of 
all the success and achievement of 
all our teams. Some of our greatest 
achievements and highlights have 
come at the two Rotherham finals days.

We had four teams represented in 
the girls Netball finals with out Y8’s 
coming out Rotherham Champions 
as well as being runners up in Y7, Y10 
and Post 16. The Y7 girls football team 
were crowned Rotherham Champions 
and  went onto to come runners up in 
the Northern England finals earlier 
this term. The Y7 boys team became 
Rotherham Champions after coming 
from 3-0 down at half time to win 
on penalties. Our KS4 Dance team 
who consisted of Holly Thompson 
and Amy Blackburn performed a 
stunning Dance to be crowned the best 
in Rotherham, with our KS3 team of 
dances coming runners up with their  
unique version of Alice in Wonderland. 
Our Y7 and Y8 cricket team has to be 
one of the most successful teams that 
we have ever had, they were crowned 
Rotherham Champions and won the 
South Yorkshire cricket festival and 
then went onto represent the county in 
an exhibition match during a women’s 
world cup game which they also won.

The success and honours have not 
stopped there and the summer term 
is one to look back on with great pride 
and achievement. Rounders finals day 
saw Aston Academy have 4 out of 5 year 
groups represented, two more than any 
other school in Rotherham. We are 
very proud to be crowned Rotherham 
Champions in Y7, Y10 and Y11 and 
runners up in Y8.

This year has also seen the development 
of our leadership academy where a 
group of twenty Y10 students have 
led at sixteen primary sports festivals 
and competitions throughout the year 
involving all our primary academies. 
Building on this success our leaders and 
staff have put in place a full calendar 
of events for next year in which we are 
pleased to welcome our new junior 
academies and continue to build and 
develop sport with the ACET. Finally 
last week we had our annual sports ball 
where 178 students attended from Y7-
Y11. 42 awards were given out to all 
our team captains and players of the 
season as well as our prestigious elite 
performance awards below
For 2017
Lower school PE and Sport Award - 
Nadine Tideswell
Upper School PE and Sport Award - 
Mia Heath
Sports Leaders Award - Hannah 
Campbell
PE and Music Faculty Award - Beth 
Jones
Team of the year - Y7 Boys football

Y10 Sorts Leaders
The Y10 level 2 sports leaders have 
been involved in a full range of 
sporting activities this academic year. 
These activities have ranged from both 
primary and secondary ACET house 
events to sporting events ran at the 
English Institute of Sport, facilitating 
disabled students participation in 
physical activity. The leaders have 
illustrated great passion, enthusiasm 
and perseverance as well as using their 
initiative to help solve problems and 
find solutions to potential barriers. 
Events where the leaders have had a 
massively positive impact on less able 
students include the ‘Project-ability’ 
event at the English Institute of Sport 
and the ‘Kielder Challenge’ held at 
Rother Valley Country Park.

As part of the level 2 programme 
the leaders have helped co-ordinate 
ACET primary school trust sports 
days. During these events the leaders 
have helped students enormously, 
particularly the less able students. 
Hollie Campbell was exceptional at 
the ACET mat-ball competition and 
was individually praised by the head 
teacher of Lowedges for her work 
with disabled students. The leaders 
have also ran primary festivals on 
their own such as rounders, tag rugby, 
basketball, table tennis, football 
and orienteering. From scoring to 
umpiring, the leaders have planned 
and executed the smooth running of 
these event successfully. Overall, while 
gaining their qualification the sports 
leaders have been a huge help to the 
trust throughout the academic year 
and fantastic roles models to all other 
students.



SWINTON PE AND SPORT

Swinton Academy Sport
Since Easter students at Swinton 
have been focusing on Athletics 
in both their PE lessons and 
extracurricular opportunities. 
The ultimate goal was to compete 
successfully in the Rotherham 
School Athletics Championships on 
5th July. The squad had two practice 
events prior to this at Dinnington 
and Wath and a running squad was 
taken to Herringthorpe to compete 
in the relays competition.
At the relay, the Y8 boys squad 
took a clean sweep in all three races 
finishing 1st in every race, with a 
comfortable 20m cushion between 
them and 2nd place.
Y8 relay team: Scott Walsh, Rhys 
Butterworth, Bev Ekpolomo and 
Gage Parton

This success gave us the motivation 
to prepare for ‘The Championships’ 
in good spirit and real optimism for 
some further success. A squad of 35 
was selected to represent Y7 - 10. 
Once again the effort and attitude 
was outstanding with a real team 
spirit evident amongst the athletes. 
All the athletes gave their best and 
it was fantastic to see lots of happy 
students enjoying representing 

their academy and enjoying sport.
The students were a credit to the 
academy and it really showcases 
the sporting talent that we have at 
Swinton.
Some of the successes were:
Jasmine Smith 3rd 100m
Mary Schofield 1st place 100m
Mo Suleiman 3rd in 1500m
Bev Ekpolomo 1st 100m
Morgan Parkes 2nd in 200m
Finlay Rowan 2nd 200m
Aimee Helliwell 3rd 100m
Harrison Knowles 2nd Discus
Y7 Girls relay 2nd
Y7 Boys relay 3rd
Y8 Boys relay 1st
Y9 boys relay 2nd

Swinton Sports Day

On Tuesday 18th July 
Swinton Academy students 
took part in their annual 
sportsday.  The weather 
was beautiful and students 
supported their house teams 
by wearing either red, green, 
blue or purple colours.

In preparation for sportsday 
students have been able to 
sign up to sporting events in 
order to gain points for their 

house teams.  In the morning each 
year group had the opportunity 
to take part in football, rounders 
and dodgeball. The theme of the 
morning activities was team work-
together we are stronger!

In the afternoon all students and 
staff came out to the sports field to 
watch the afternoon performances 
and cheer their house teams.  Teams 
competed in traditional athletics 
activities, tug of war and various 
relay races.

Well done to our house teams as well 
as the Physical Education faculty 
for making it such an enjoyable day 
for students and staff.


